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Mallory made Camp VI all right with his four
porters. And this fact is another evidence of the
value of Norton and Somervell's work. Through
their having got porters up to this camp, 26,800
feet, the second lot of porters with Mallory went
there almost as a matter of course. And from
there they were sent back with a note from Mallory
to Odell saying the weather was perfect for the
job, but that the oxygen apparatus was a nasty
load for climbing.
That evening as Odell from Camp V looked out
of his tent the weather was most promising ; and
he thought of the hopeful feelings with which
Mallory and Irvine would go to sleep. Success
would seem to be at last within their grasp.
Of what happened after that we know little.
Owing to some defect in the oxygen apparatus
which required adjustment, or from some other
cause, their start must have been late, for when
Odell, following in rear, caught sight of them it was
12.50 p.m. and they were then only at the second
rock step which, according to Mallory's schedule,
they should have reached at 8 a.m. at latest. And
the day had not turned out so fine as the previous
evening had promised. There was much mist
about the mountain. It might have been finer up
where Mallory and Irvine were, for Odell looking
up from below did notice that the upper part of
the mist was luminous. But there was sufficient
cloud about to prevent Odell from keeping in touch
with the two climbers ; and through the drifting